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As president of  The Heritage Foundation, 
it is my responsibility to make sure your gifts 
are spent in accordance with your wishes 
and consistent with the Heritage Mission 
Statement.

If you have any questions on that score,  
or should you ever have a complaint about 
the way we spend your contributions, please 
contact me. I will personally see to it that your 
questions are answered and your  
problems resolved.
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When you contribute to a nonprofit organization, you 
expect your gifts to advance the organization’s mission. 
You expect the organization to observe any restrictions 
you place on your gifts. Your expectations deserve to be 
treated with respect. 

But the world of philanthropy is rife with examples of 
organizations that have broken faith with their donors. 
It is a problem so common and so serious that it bears a 
well-known name: the problem of donor intent.

At The Heritage Foundation, we believe that we have 
an obligation to respect your philanthropic intent as a 
donor. We believe we are strictly accountable to you, 
and we pledge always to respect your philanthropic 
intent. 

To ensure that we remain constant in our mission for 
future generations, the Nominating and Governance 
Committee of the Board of Trustees carefully vets 
all candidates for positions as senior managers and 
trustees.

To make this pledge explicit, The Heritage Board 
of Trustees has formally adopted the following  
ten provisions: 

1 The Heritage Vision and Mission 
Statement are clearly and explic-

itly written in our By-laws. These com-
mit Heritage to promoting public policies 
based on the principles of free enterprise, 
limited government, individual freedom, 
traditional American values and a strong 
national defense.

2 The sanctity of donor intent is  
explicitly written into our Articles of 

Incorporation, the founding document or 
“constitution” of the Foundation.

3 Heritage signs a contract with each 
major donor who requests it, clearly 

stating the purpose and intent of the dona-
tion and how it shall be spent. 

4 Heritage maintains a Nominating 
and Governance Committee respon-

sible for carefully vetting Heritage trustees 
and senior managers to ensure that they are 
totally committed to the Heritage Vision 
and Mission.

5 Heritage prepares an annual report  
to the Board of Trustees regarding  

the use of designated funding from  
Heritage donors. 

6 Heritage meets with major donors at 
their request to review and account 

for the expenditure of their funds in the  
previous year.

7 The president of Heritage is person-
ally responsible for answering donor  

questions and reporting expenditures of 
donor funds.

8 The trustees and officers of Heritage 
meet each year to revisit, review and 

recommit to the values and vision of the 
foundation.

9 Heritage employs an independent, 
world-class auditing firm to review and 

comment on its activities and to produce an 
annual report that clearly shows the sources 
and uses of donor funds.

10 The Heritage Articles of Incorpo-
ration and By-laws require a vote 

of 75 percent of the trustees to make any 
changes in these provisions for honoring 
donor intent.

Judge Robert Bork once compared the intent of phil-
anthropic donors with the intent of the American 
Founders: Just as the integrity of our nation depends 
on our keeping faith with the original intent of the 
Constitution’s authors, so the integrity of an organiza-
tion rests on its fidelity to the intent of its contributors.

We therefore make this pledge to our donors: 

The Board of Trustees 
of The Heritage Foundation

HONORING DONOR INTENT: OUR PLEDGE TO CONTRIBUTORS 
from the Board of Trustees of The Heritage Foundation

We will always respect your  

philanthropic intent and always hold our-

selves accountable to you in  

our use of your generous contributions.

“
”


